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Introduction

A clean window contributes significantly to a healthier 
living environment, promoting improved indoor air 
quality and maximizing the benefits of natural light 
exposure. Beyond these fundamental aspects, there 
are several additional benefits to consider.

1. Enhancing mood and well-being
Clean windows not only allow more natural light into 
your living space but also contribute to an overall 
positive atmosphere. Exposure to sunlight has been 
linked to improved mood and increased serotonin 
levels, fostering a sense of well-being.

2. Boosting energy efficiency
Clear windows allow sunlight to penetrate easily, 
reducing the need for artificial lighting during the 
day. This not only positively impacts your energy 
consumption but also contributes to a more 
sustainable and eco-friendly living environment.

3. Extending the lifespan of windows
Regular cleaning helps prevent the buildup of dirt, 
grime, and potentially corrosive substances on your 
windows. This proactive maintenance can extend 
the lifespan of your windows, saving you money on 
replacements in the long run.

4. Preserving window frames and seals
Accumulated dirt and debris can be harmful to 
window frames and seals. Cleaning your windows 
regularly helps prevent deterioration and ensures 
that the entire window structure remains in good 
condition.

5. Enhancing curb appeal
Clean windows are a noticeable aspect of a well-
maintained home. Regular window cleaning 
contributes to the overall curb appeal of your 
property, creating a positive impression for visitors 
and passersby.

6. Reducing allergens and irritants
Clean windows mean fewer dust particles and 
allergens inside your home. This can be particularly 
beneficial for individuals with allergies or respiratory 
issues, creating a healthier indoor environment.

7. Improving the view
Unobstructed views through clean windows 
can significantly enhance your enjoyment of the 
surrounding landscape. Whether it’s a bustling 
cityscape or a serene natural setting, clean windows 
provide a clear and uninterrupted view.

By considering these factors, you can create a 
living space that is not only visually appealing 
but also conducive to a healthier, more 
comfortable lifestyle.
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Safety - Your First Priority

1. Know your limits 
If a task seems too risky or requires specialized 
skills, consider hiring professionals for the job. 

2. Check window accessibility
Confirm the accessibility of windows before 
cleaning and avoid overreaching or straining.

3. Use safety equipment 
Wear appropriate safety gear, including,  eye 
protection, gloves and safety harnesses if 
necessary.

4. Wear appropriate footware
Closed foot, slip-resistant footwear helps prevent 
accidents and falls, which are common risks when 
cleaning windows, particularly exterior ones.

5. Use the right tools
Use cleaning tools appropriately to avoid injuries 
or damage to the windows.

6. Don’t over reach
Trying to reach high or awkwardly positioned 
windows without proper equipment or assistance 
can result in falls or strains. Use extension poles to 
avoid overreaching or using unstable ladders.

7. Don’t hang out of windows
Unless you have double-tilt or sliding windows, 
cleaning an exterior window from inside your 
home should be avoided.

8. Be cautious with cleaning chemicals
Adhere to manufacturer’s instructions to 
prevent spills or chemical exposure. Use the 
right concentration and application method, 
and ensure good ventilation, especially with 
ammonia-based cleaners.

9. Beware of electrical lines 
When using water or extension poles to avoid 
potential hazards.

10. Use a secure ladder
Use stable and secure ladders on a level surface. 
Maintain three points of contact while on the 
ladder. Avoid sloping roofs and overly long, 
unsecured ladders.

11. Mind your surroundings
Be cautious of the surroundings, ensuring a clear 
path and avoiding obstacles on the ground. 
Be mindful of child and pet hazards in the 
cleaning environment.

12. Monitor weather conditions 
Avoid cleaning windows during storms, high 
winds, or adverse weather.

13. Stay hydrated 
In warmer weather, dehydration can impair 
concentration, decision-making, and prompt 
response. It also raises the risk of unsteadiness, 
loss of balance, and susceptibility to accidents, 
particularly in situations requiring balance.

Cleaning windows can lead to various accidents, ranging from minor mishaps to more serious 
incidents like slips, falls, ladder accidents, chemical exposure, equipment malfunctions, and 
cuts from broken glass and sharp tools. Stay vigilant and prioritize safety.
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When to clean

1. Choose cloudy days
Clean windows when it’s cloudy or overcast  
to prevent cleaning solutions from drying too 
quickly.

2. Morning or evening cleaning
Clean windows in the morning or evening to 
avoid direct sunlight, ensuring better visibility 
during the process.

3. Mild weather preferred 
Opt for mild temperatures; extreme heat can 
affect the cleaning process.

4. Spring and fall ideal 
These seasons, with moderate temperatures 
and less airborne debris, are optimal for window 
cleaning.

5. Avoid winter cleaning 
Winter poses challenges with freezing 
temperatures, complicating the cleaning 
process and hindering the effectiveness of 
cleaning solutions. 

6. Avoid rain
Avoid cleaning windows when rain is forecasted, 
as it can quickly undo your efforts and result in 
streaks or water spots on freshly cleaned surfaces.

7. Avoid moderate to severe wind
Choose days with low wind speeds to prevent 
debris and dust from settling on wet windows 
during the cleaning process.

8. Avoid pollen
In areas with high pollen levels, consider cleaning 
windows after the peak of pollen season to 
remove residue and allergens for better indoor 
air quality.

9. Frequency 
The frequency of window cleaning depends 
on various factors, including the environment, 
weather conditions,  and personal preferences. 
It’s good practice to wash your windows and 
screens once a year. 

10. The never-ending battle
Windows begin to pick up minicule amounts 
of dirt almost immediately after they have 
been washed.

What about self-cleaning windows? 
Self-cleaning windows are designed with 
a special glass coating that helps break 
down and wash away dirt and grime 
when exposed to sunlight and rain. 

While self-cleaning glass is designed to require 
less maintenance, the frames, sash, and tracks
will still benefit from occasional cleaning, 
especially in certain situations. 

Weather variables such as temperature, humidity, and wind speed directly influence the 
effectiveness of cleaning solutions, drying time, and overall work efficiency. Moreover, adverse 
weather conditions can pose risks to both the windows and the individuals performing the task.



 4

The Tools

1. Eye protection
Safety goggles or glasses with side 
shields can provide an effective 
barrier, preventing chemicals or 
debris from coming into direct 
contact with your eyes.

2. Rubber gloves
To protect your hands from 
cleaning solutions and potential 
contaminants, wear rubber gloves 
while working on window cleaning.

3. Bucket (rectangular shaped)
Use a bucket to mix and hold the 
cleaning solution. A bucket with a 
wide opening is helpful for dipping 
the squeegee and other tools.

4. Window cleaning solution
A mild and non-abrasive window 
cleaning solution is crucial for 
breaking down and removing 
dirt, grime, and water spots from 
the glass.

5. Scrubber or window washer
A scrubber or window washer with 
a microfiber or sponge head is used 
to apply the cleaning solution and 
loosen dirt from the glass surface.

6. Window scraper 
Use a window scraper with a 
retractable plastic blade to safely 
remove stubborn stains, paint, 
or debris on without scratching 
the glass.

7. Squeegee (threaded)
A high-quality squeegee with 
a rubber blade is essential for 
removing water and cleaning 
solutions from the glass surface, 
leaving it streak-free.

8. Microfiber or lint-free cloths
Ideal for wiping edges, corners, and 
any remaining moisture or cleaning 
solution from the windows. They 
help prevent lint or fibers from 
being left behind.

9. Extension pole
For reaching higher windows, an 
extension pole can be attached 
to the squeegee or scrubber, 
providing the necessary reach 
without the need for a ladder.

10. Ladder
If needed for hard-to-reach 
areas, a sturdy and secure ladder 
can provide the necessary 
elevation for thorough 
window cleaning.

11. Drop cloths
Place drop beneath the 
windows to catch any drips 
or spills and protect 
the surrounding areas.

12. Dry lubricant
Lubricants specifically designed 
for windows can provide weather 
resistance, aid in ease of operation, 
and longevity. 

Maintaining pristine windows goes beyond aesthetics, influencing your home’s 
ambiance and cleanliness. Achieving impeccable results involves using proper tools, 
streamlining the cleaning process, and ensuring a streak-free, gleaming finish.



Tips for cleaning

1. Clean in shade or on overcast days
Direct sunlight can cause cleaning solutions to 
dry too quickly, leading to streaks. 

2. Remove window screens first 
Clean or remove window screens and clean them 
separately. Dirty screens can affect the cleanliness 
of your windows. 

3. Start with a waterless dusting 
Vacuum tracks, wipe down frames to remove loose 
dirt and cobwebs with a dry rag or shoft brush.

4. Choose the right cleaning solution 
Use a gentle cleaning solution suitable for glass 
surfaces. Test solutions in a small area. Avoid using 
excessive amounts of cleaning solution to avoid 
soapy residue.

5. Don’t use damaging tools 
Avoid using rough or gritty tools on glass, as they 
can cause scratchs on glass and cuts where the 
glass meets the sash. Razor blades are effective 
for removing stubborn substances like paint, tape 
residue, or even calcium deposits on glass surfaces, 
but be gentle and cautious. For safer results, look for 
scrapers that use plactic razor blades. 

6. Wash from top to bottom 
To prevent dirty water from dripping onto
already cleaned areas.

7. Don’t forget to rinse 
Ensure that all cleaning solution is thoroughly rinsed 
off the windows to prevent residue buildup.

8. Use a squeegee 
Wipe off the cleaning solution using 
a squeegee in a top-to-bottom or 
side-to-side motion for streak-free results.

9. Dry with a lint-free cloth
Use a lint-free cloth or microfiber towel  to dry the 
window and remove any remaining streaks. Avoid 
paper towels, which can leave lint behind.

10. Newspaper for cleaning & polishing   
Some people like using newspaper to clean 
windows because the ink in black and white pages 
helps make the glass shiny and streak-free. Others 
prefer using microfiber cloths or special tools. It’s 
good to try different methods to find what works 
best for you and your windows.

11. Inspect in natural light
Check for streaks in natural light to help identify any 
areas that may need additional cleaning.

12. Routine scheduled care
Regular window cleaning preserves clarity and 
extends lifespan. It also prevents stubborn stains, 
making each cleaning session more manageable.

Note: For double glazed windows, coatings, tints 
and privacy appliactions are typically applied to 
the inside surface of the glass to help protect 
them from weather, pollutants, physical 
damage, and the cleaning.

Master the art of streak-free brilliance by incorporating a handful of essential tips, and witness the 
transformation of your window-cleaning routine into a truly satisfying and effective experience! 
These expert insights promise not only pristine windows but also an elevated and enjoyable approach 
to making your windows sparkling clean.
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Cleaning Solutions - Glass

Read window product warnings  
It’s essential to consider the type of window, the 
use of tints or coatings, and the materials around 
the windows.

1. Commercial glass cleaners  
Purpose-made glass cleaners often contain 
ingredients that effectively remove dirt and 
leave windows streak-free. Be wary of products 
containing abrasives,  bleach or ammonia that  
can harm tints, coatings, frames and sash’s. 

2. Water & dish soap
A mixture of water and mild dish soap (a few 
drops) is a  cost-effective and safe solution for 
cleaning windows.

Eco-friendly glass cleaning alternatives

Eco-friendly window cleaning solutions are 
becoming more popular. These products are often 
biodegradable and free of harsh chemicals, making 
them safer for the environment. 

3. White vinegar & water 
Add equal parts for a natural and effective 
cleaner that can cut through grease and grime 
on windows.

4. Lemon juice & water  
Mix 2 tablespoons with a gallon of water for a 
natural cleaning solution that degreases and 
leave windows smelling fresh.

5. Rubbing alcohol  
Combine 1 cup of rubbing alcohol, 1 cup of 
water,  and a tablespoon of white vinegar for 
streak-free results.

6. Club soda 
Mix with a small amount of vinegar to remove 
grime and mineral deposits.

When a meticulous cleaning approach is coupled with the right solution, it goes beyond surface-level 
cleaning. It enhances natural light, prevents damage, and preserves the longevity of windows. However, 
using the wrong cleaning solution can result in streaks, grime accumulation, and potential damage 
to the glass and frames. In this delicate balance, opting for the right residential glass cleaning solution 
can make all the difference, ensuring unobstructed views, a brighter ambiance, and the sustained 
functionality of your windows.
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1. Vinyl windows 
To effectively clean vinyl window frames, it is 
recommended to use a mild soap or a mixture 
of mild dish soap and water. Gently scrub the 
frames with a soft brush or sponge to eliminate 
accumulated dirt and grime. 

It’s crucial to exercise caution and avoid the use of 
abrasive materials or harsh chemicals, as these may 
cause damage to the vinyl. 

2. Fiberglass windows
Maintaining fiberglass window frames is simple: 
clean with a mild soap and water mixture, gently 
scrub away dirt with a soft brush or cloth, then 
thoroughly rinse and wipe dry.

 This routine preserves durability, keeping frames 
clean and refreshed for enhanced aesthetic appeal.

3. Wooden windows
To care for wooden window frames, dust regularly 
to prevent dirt buildup. Clean with a mild soap 
and water mixture, ensuring caution with water 
exposure and thorough drying afterward. 

Preserve the wood’s finish by applying a wood 
polish or conditioner, contributing to long-term 
appearance and integrity.

4. Aluminum windows
To clean aluminum window frames effectively, 
use a mixture of mild detergent and water. Gently 
scrub away dirt with a soft brush or cloth, avoiding 
abrasive materials to prevent scratches on the 
aluminum surface. 

Adhering to these guidelines preserves the 
cleanliness and integrity of your aluminum frames, 
ensuring a polished and unblemished appearance.
 
5. Clad windows
For Wood Clad windows with Aluminum or Vinyl 
components, adhere to cleaning guidelines for 
each material. 

Follow the manufacturer’s care instructions, 
considering the unique characteristics and 
maintenance needs of wood, aluminum, 
and vinyl. 

This approach ensures you address the 
distinct requirements of each material, 
promoting the longevity and visual appeal 
of your Wood Clad windows.

Regardless of the window 
material, it’s crucial

When cleaning windows, it’s crucial to adopt a 
cautious approach to preserve their integrity. 
Avoid the use of abrasive tools or harsh chemicals 
that may cause damage to the surfaces. 

Prior to widespread application, it is advisable to test 
any cleaning solution on a small, inconspicuous area 
to ensure compatibility and prevent potential harm. 

Additionally, after the cleaning process, it is 
essential to wipe away excess water to avert any 
potential damage and guarantee that frames are 
completely dry. 

These careful practices not only maintain the 
aesthetic appeal of windows but also contribute 
to their prolonged durability and functionality.

Regular cleaning and maintenance can help 
extend the lifespan of your window frames 
and sashes while keeping them looking clean 
and well-kept.
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Cleaning Solutions - Frame & Sash
Cleaning window frames and sashes is an essential part of maintaining the overall 
appearance and functionality of your windows. The recommended method for cleaning 
window frames and sashes depends on the material they are made of. Here are some 
general guidelines for different types of window materials.



Cleaning screens
The cleaning of window screens is crucial for proper functionality and a well-kept home. Always 
check the manufacturer’s guidelines for your screen type and use gentle cleaning methods to avoid 
compromising their integrity. If screens are extensively soiled or damaged, consider professional 
cleaning or replacement.

1. Remove screens 
Take the screens off the windows before cleaning. 
This makes it easier to access both sides of the 
screen and ensures a more thorough cleaning.

2. Brush gently 
Use a soft brush or a vacuum cleaner with a 
nozzle attachment to gently brush away loose 
dirt and debris from the screen.

3. Screen cleaning wheel
Some specialty cleaning tools, like screen 
cleaning wheels, are designed to roll over the 
screen surface, effectively lifting dirt and dust. 
These tools can be particularly useful for larger 
screens.

4. Soapy water - general cleaning
Fill a bucket with mild soap and water, then 
gently scrub screens using a soft brush or sponge. 
Pay extra attention to corners and edges where 
dirt tends to accumulate. Avoid harsh chemicals 
that could harm the screen material.

5. Rubbing alcohol for sticky residue
For sticky residue like tree sap, use rubbing 
alcohol on a soft cloth to gently dissolve and 
remove it.

6. Cornstarch paste for stains
For stubborn stains, create a paste with 
cornstarch and water. Apply the mixture to the 
stains, allow it to dry, and then brush or vacuum 
off the residue. This method effectively lifts and 
absorbs certain types of stains.

7. Avoid power washers
High-pressure water can easily tear or stretch the 
screen material. May also loosen the screens from 
their frames, especially if they are not securely 
attached.

8. Rinse thoroughly
After cleaning, gently rinse the screens thoroughly 
with clean water. A hose with a gentle spray or a 
bucket of water works well. Make sure to remove 
all soap residue, as it can attract more dirt.

9. Air dry
Allow the screens to air dry completely 
before reinstalling them. 
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Maintenance tips

1. Regular cleaning 
Establish a regular window cleaning schedule 
to prevent dirt and grime buildup. The more 
frequently you clean, the easier it is to maintain a 
clear and spotless appearance.

2. Clean window frames & sills
Don’t forget to clean the window frames and 
sills. Use a soft brush or cloth to remove dust and 
dirt. For stubborn grime, a small amount of all-
purpose cleaner or a mixture of water and vinegar 
can be effective.

3. Use distilled water
If your tap water is hard and leaves mineral 
deposits on glass, consider using distilled water 
for a streak-free finish.

4. Dry thoroughly
After cleaning, use a dry, lint-free cloth or paper 
towel to polish the glass and remove any 
remaining water droplets. This step helps achieve 
a sparkling, streak-free finish.

5. Inspect hardware
Conducting regular hardware inspections for your 
windows can help ensure they function properly, 
improve energy efficiency, and contribute to the 
overall safety and security of your home.

6. Lubricate moving parts 
If your windows have moving parts, such as 
hinges, locks, or sliding tracks, lubricate them 
regularly with a silicone-based lubricant. Always 
check manufacturer’s recommendations

7. Inspect for damage 
Periodically inspect your windows for any signs of 
damage, such as cracks, gaps, or rot.

8. Check seals & weatherstripping 
Inspect the seals and weatherstripping around 
your windows.

9. Inspect screens 
Check window screens for tears or holes. Repair or 
replace damaged screens to keep insects out and 
maintain proper ventilation.

10. Winter screen considerations
Remove outside and inside screens 
for the winter. This will maximize the 
amount of sunlight that enters your
home, prevent ice buildup, and enhance
your views. Be sure to stor them in a safe 
place where they will not get damaged.

Periodic window cleaning is not only about maintaining a clean and attractive appearance but also 
about preserving the functionality and longevity of your windows. It contributes to a healthier and 
more comfortable living environment while protecting your investment in your home.
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